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Frequently Asked Questions 

1. E-Allowances FAQs 

2. Post (Cost of Living) Allowance (Also see DSSR Chapter 220) 

3. Foreign Transfer Allowance (Also see DSSR Chapter 240) 

4. Home Service Transfer Allowance (Also see DSSR Chapter 2S0) 

5. Separate Maintenance Allowance (SMA) (Also see DSSR Chapter 260) 

6. Involuntary Separate Maintenance Allowance (ISMA) (Also see DSSR Chapter 260) 

7. Transitional Separate Maintenance Allowance (Also see DSSR Chapter 260) 

8. Education Allowance (Also see DSSR Chapter 270) 

9. Education Supplementary Instruction (Also see DSSR Chapter 276.9) 

10. Education Home Study and Phvate Instruction (Also see DSSR Chapter 277.3) 

11. Educational Travel (includes QSiAs on combining Educational Travel B; R&:R) (Also 
see DSSR Chapter 280 and 3 FAM 3720) 

12. Representation Allowances (Also see DSSR Chapter 300) 

13. Official Residence Expense (ORE) Allowance (Also see DSSR Chapter 400 and 
general guidance contained in 03 State 3176S9). 

14. Post Hardship Differential (Also see DSSR Chapter 500) 

15. Allowances in Footnote 'n' Countries (Also see DSSR Chapter SOO) 

16. Evacuation Payments (Also see DSSR Chapter 600) 

17. Danger Pay (Also see DSSR Chapter 6S0) 

18. Service Need Differential (Difficult to Staff Incentive) (Also see DSSR Chapter 
1000) 

19. Living Quarters Allowance (Also see DSSR Chapter 130) 

20. Consumable Shipments (Also see 14 FAM 613.7) 



Allowances 
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Allowance Overview 



■us public education 
■Grades K-12 
■ Paid at post 



"Employees have complete freedom of 
choice to send their child to any school, 
whether at post or away..." 




"... however, if the school the child 
attends is more expensive than the 
maximum allowance, the parent is 
responsible for the extra expenses 

incurred." 
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At-Post Allowance 



■ Based on "Base School" 

■ Use up to ceiling for other options 

■ Expenses covered 

■ Expenses not covered 



Special Needs Education 
Allowance (SNEA) 

■ Based on IDEA - from birth up to 
age 21 

■ At post $57,300 
■Away from post $77,400 

■ Employee Consultation Service 
(ECS) must authorize and re- 
approve every year 



Supplemental 
Instructional Allowance 



With at-post Education Allowance 
and SNEA only 

Up to $4,100 per year (1 1/ 2010) 
Keep child at grade level 
Gifted &Talented; Special Needs 
U.S. History 



Home Study 



■ In lieu of at-post 
■Approved curriculum 

■ $5,700 for K-8, $7,700 for 9-1 2 

■ $57,300 for Special Needs, if 
authorized 



Away-from-Post 

■ School in the US or abroad - 
boarding or other 

■ Cannot receive for US school if 
parent lives in US 

■ Includes travel 
■UAB 

■ Every post has an away from post 
allowance, but rate is not always 
higher 
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Education Allowance In U.S. Dollars (DSSR 270) 
Rates Effective: 05/06/2012 
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Educational Travel 

• 1 round trip per year for dependent children 
enrolled full-time in post-secondary school up 

to age 21 . (After age 21, a child can no longer be added to your 

orders, but if he/she has traveled to post on your orders before the 22"'^ 
birthday, he/she can continue to receive the educational travel benefit 
until turning 23). 

• See Educational Travel FAQs - 
http://aoprals.state.qov/content.asp7content id=1 7 
9&nnenu id=81 

• Cannot be combined with any other Education 
Allowance 




Education FAQs 

http://www.state.gov/m/dghr/flo/c51517.htm#a18 
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 



The FLO Education and Youth Team has assembled Frequently Asked Questions CFAQs}to share with families at post. 
These F.AQs include information on boarding schools, transition to Washington, allowances, special needs, and 
more. We encourage families to utilize the F.AQs for more information on education related questions. 

Overseas Sclw>ls: 



PUBLIC DIPLOMACY 
& PUBLIC AFFAIRS 



ASSISTANCE Sc 
DEVELOPMENT 



Stay Connected with State .gov 





VIDEO CONTACT a MOBILE 



Ooyntry Profiles 



Select a Country or Other Area 



1 . Q: V^here can I flndt information on overseas schools? 

2. Q: What are my options at post if the schools are deemed 'inadequate' or lack accreditation? 

3. Q: I'm a parent arxl I've run into an issue with the administration at our school. With v/hom can [ consult about the 
approach I should take? 

4. Q: Aren't the overseas schools required to admit my child into their school? 



SUBSCRIBE TO yPDATES 



Community: 

5. Q: A situation came up regarding bullying. Are there any suggestions that you can provide? 

6. Q: Are there any solutions'suggestions you can provide for dealing v/ith bus misbehavior issues? 

7. Q: What can be done about the limited extracurricular activities after school at post? 



Special Needs: 



Boarding Schools 




United States Department of State 



FLO: EDUCATION 
& YOUTH 




Private and 


Public S 


chools 




in the Washir 


igton Di 


C Area 





We are often asked, what is the best school in Washington? 
There is no standaiTl answer to that question. Foreign 
Service families enroll their children in pubic and private schools. 
The majority of our families choose public school wtien moving 
to Washington; however, there are a variety of excellent private 
schools In the DC area. Depending on your child's strengths and 
preferences, one school may be better than another. 

The Education and Youth Team can heJp you get started on 
researching resources and planning. Admittance to some of the 
prestigious schools in the area is very competitive. Oeate a back- 
up plan in case your child is not admitted to the school of his/her 
choice. 

IWiew posted to the U.S^ there is no Education A/hwance. 
Therefore, if you choose to s&id your dii/d to private school while 
you are posted m the U.S^ you wi/lbe rvsponsib/e for the costs. 



There are many excellent public schools in the greater 
Washington metropolitan area. You may tjegin researching 
area public schools by visiting our wetjsite. 

FLO'S Education and Youth Team meets with administrators from 
different school districts. We liaise with kxal public schools to 
familiarize the administration with our families and the Foreign 
Service lifestyle. We maintain and cdlect resources fr om the public 
schools and can provide you with guidance on transitioning back 
into the kxal scfxxjl system. As with all otiier educational decisions, 
you will need to take time, well in advance of your move, to 
research schools and firxJ the right fit for your child. 

If you fiave any questions on U.S. transition and re-entry for your 
chikiren, please contact us at FLOAskEducation<g)state.gav. 




aty of Atexamhia 
Fairfax County 
Falb Church City 



Did you know that IQ^/o of FS femllies 
ser>d their children to a pr ivate school and 
8IO/0 of FS families send their children to 
puWk: school when they move to Washington.* 




Maryland: 

^nne Arundel County 
Howard County 
sntgomery CoiMity 




Families who raise their children in the Foreign Service 
manage frequent nnoves, char>gir>g cultures, artd 
multiple transit'ons from one school to another. 

The Family Liaison Office (FLO) provides guidance and 
referrals to assist families in maidrig informed decisior^ 
about their children's education. We serve all families 
urxler Chief of Mission authority. 

We pravide guidance and resources for: 

• Boarding Schools 

• Washington Area Private and 
Public Schools 

• Special Needs 

• Honieschooiing 

• College Preparedness 

We also provide information arxJ referrals on child 
care, gifted and talented resources, allowances, 
adult education, teaching overseas, summer 
programs, and transition and re-entry planning. 

The BJucation and Youth Team partners with a 
number of offices in the Departrnent irKduding, 
Allowances, Office of Overseas Schools, ar>d 
Employee Consultation Services. 



Did you know ttiat 
580/0 of FS families 
transition back to Washington at 
least twice during their careers?* 



Special Needs 
Education 



^rhe quality of spedal needs programs overseas varies greatly 
I from school to school, and even from year to year. Rnding the 
appropriate resources may be challenging. Here are some steps 
that can help: 

1 Regardless of your agency affiliation, contact Emptoyee 
Consultation Services (ECS). The Special Needs Education 
Allowance (SNEA), from the U.S. Department of State, must be 
approved by ECS, MEDECSe»state.gov. 

2 Once you have received approval for SNEA, consult with 
your ECS social worker about resources, the medical 
clearance process, and apprxjpriate posts for your child. If you 
are considering a spedal needs boarding school, ask your social 
worker if he/she has recommendations. 

3 If you have questions about obtaining the Special Needs 
Education Allowance, consult FLO or the Office of Allowances, 
Ailowance5O@state.gov. 

4 contact the at-post school directly if you have questions about 
its programs. The Offkie of Overseas Schools has Regional 
Education Officers who are able to assist you with spedal needs 
questions. Email: OverseasSchools@state.gov. 



Why choose boarding school? Families sorr^edmes choose 
boarding school because there are not satisfoctory options 
at post or they want to provide their cfvidren with educational 
condrxjity. 

Visit the FLO website and begin your search by becoming familiar 
with the different types of schools available. We can help you with 
questions regarcfing planning, special needs, travel, allowances, 
arxi applk3tions. The Education ar>d Youth Team does not 
complete boardir>g school placements. 

Please nememb^ there is rxjt an Away-fhorrh-f^}^ Education 
Motvance at ei/ery post or when posted to the L/^ 




Home Schooling and 
College Preparedness >g 



Home schooling programs are expanding and easily accessible 
online. Some Foreign Sen/ice families choose to home school 
their children. This provides educatkxial continuity when making 
frequent nmves. 



FLO can help you with 

researching school 
progranfis, information on 
allowances, and weighing 
the optrons of wt>ether 
home schooling would be 
right for you and your child. 
There is no Home School 
Education Allowance when 
posted to the U.S. 



College Tip: All fymilies interested in financial aid ^taM 
submit a Free Application lot Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) 
early! Check their wetjsite for deadlines— www.fafisa.otg. 



Deciding on the right college 
for your chiW takes time and 
research. Please visit our website 
for inftjrmatron on the college 
search and applfcation pixxess, as 
well as sctwlarship rBsources. 

FLO's Education and Youth Team is 
also able to answer questions on 
Educational Travel Allowance for 
your cttild in college. 






The Family Liaison Office 

Hdny S Trunan Building, Rixim 1239 
Department of State 



Contact the Education & YoMh Team: 




Contact FLO 



Room 1248, HST 
(202) 647-1076 

FLOAskEducation(g)state.gov 
http://www.state.g0v/m/dghr/flo/ . 




FLO 



